Spring 2022 News for Members
(Friends of the Nursery)
Greetings Friends!
It has been a while since our last newsletter, so there’s plenty to tell you. In this edition, you’ll find an update on
the Queensland Garden Expo, a report on what has been happening at the Nursery over the last few months,
including the wonderful spring wildflowers in August and September, an insight into what happens at the Nursery
on Wednesdays, a contribution from Diane Goodwillie, who has been volunteering in Canada since she moved back
there last year, and an introduction to Clementine, our wonderful Admin officer.

Look for our November Members’ Special Deal and your invitation to the Nursery Christmas party!

From the Manager:
When I came on board as manager in February 2021, a French woman named Clementine was volunteering a few
hours a week, and by her confidence and the way she knew her way around the Nursery I assumed she was a longterm volunteer. I soon found out that she had only started a couple of weeks prior to my arrival.
At the first opportunity we offered Clementine some paid hours one day a week, her enthusiasm and passion for
Australian native plants and her ability to learn about them so fast was astonishing for someone who could be
described as a “new Australian” and whose familiarity with our mysterious and unique ecologies was only a few
short years long.
Clementine is now a permanent part-time employee and very valuable member of the Nursery community.
Clementine works three days a week at the Nursery, fills out her working week in the natural area management
industry and continues to contribute volunteer hours at the Nursery on a Saturday every month or so.
Clem is a powerhouse of energy and dedicates her considerable skills and knowledge to improving the planet, we
are very lucky to have her.
Anyway, I will let Clem tell her own story.

Clementine Pain
Born in France, my family moved me to Reunion Island in the Indian Ocean (east of Madagascar) when I was 6
months old, and I stayed on this beautiful nature paradise 16 years. I then moved to Madagascar to complete my
High School for 2 years (French finish High school at 18yo). I then moved around between my studies from Sydney
to mainland France to the Netherlands to Belgium, back to France and Argentina. I studied a Bachelor of Business
and Economics with option green logistics, and I completed a Master in Sustainable Development in Paris with a 6month research/study in Buenos Aires (subject of the study: The Cartoneros, how a bottom-up recycling scheme is
developing in Buenos Aires). I then travelled to Costa Rica on an internship for a Micro finance company. In Australia,
I studied a Cert IV in Education support (I worked in the Education sector for 5 years) and in 2021 I completed my
Diploma in Conservation and Land Management.

I met my Australian partner during my stay in Argentina. We then travelled each on our side of the world, he walked
the Appalachian Trail (Maine in USA to Georgia), and I finished my studies and my internship. He met me in Central
America where we travelled and flew to the USA for a 6-month road/cycling/hiking trip in the wilderness areas.
Cycling for a month from Los Angeles to Cabo San Lucas in Mexico and walking for a month in the High Sierra in
California is a good relationship binder and we decided to move back together to Australia within the year. I moved
back to Europe to prepare my life move where I worked for Amnesty International while sorting out visas and travels
to the other side of the world.
We move to Queensland in January 2016 and drove straight to Townsville for 6 months and then Atherton on the
Tablelands for my share of banana picking. We found ourselves on the Sunshine Coast after that and now live
happily in our little house in Coolum Beach. I became Australian this year and we are getting married in December.
My parents are avid walkers, and we were usually in the woods when I was a child. I always loved bushwalking and
I found the Australian bush incredible. What got me into native plants is my garden. We went from Yucca land to a
little SEQ Coastal native garden and are working all the time to make it a little piece of Paradise (might have lost a
few years digging a clayish soil). Even though native flowers are beautiful, what amaze me is the diversity in the
leaves of our local natives.
Beside my work at the nursery that I love, I work in bush regeneration, so I pull weeds and sell natives which really
does feel good. My hobbies, beside buying all the plants from the Nursery, is to go sailing on Lake Cootharaba where
I am part of the Sailing Club and have fun with my partner on the Sunday. I also love walking on the beach and the
bush especially when I can take my dog along.
I think that resume my time on this lovely planet.
Wishing you all a wonderful day.
Amicalement,
Clementine

Queensland Garden Expo July 8-10
This year’s Garden Expo was extremely successful for us. The
appetite for local native plants seems to be growing year after year.
It takes a huge effort for the Nursery and our volunteers to grow the
plants and to staff the stall.
If there was to be a down side, is only that the Nursery stock gets
depleted at the time of the year where seedlings are not growing
rapidly enough to replenish the stock.
This means the hard work in the lead-up to the Expo continues right
up through Spring in our efforts to propagate and pot up enough
seedlings to fill the Nursery.
Thank you for the Sunshine Coast Council for the site in the living
backyard.
Thank you ECOllaboration for the loan of your trailer for the Qld
Garden Expo this year and a special call out to Francesca, Josh and
Alexandra from ECOllaboration who helped staff our stall.

A huge callout to our volunteers for all the hard work, not only manning the stall but
with the set up and bump out.

SPECIAL MEMBER’S DEAL NOVEMBER
Buy 15 tubes and get them for $2.50 instead of $3.00! **
*A one-time offer applied to the first 15 tubes purchased until the end of November
**Please remember to have your name ticked off the Member’s list

Walk on the Wildflower Side – from Tim
View to Lake Cootharaba from Mount Seawah Noosa North Shore, Cooloola Great Walk.
Unfortunately, I missed the guided wildflower walks
this year, but I did get out to a few locations to see
for myself the spectacular displays on offer.
Along the Cooloola Great Walk there are amazing
sections of Wallum Heath.
The diversity, the colours and textures are just mind
blowing.
Even my teenage son who complains as I waffle on
with the botanical names of plants as we walk was
impressed and taking photos and asking for
reminders of some of the names so he could text
Mum with his discoveries.

Banksia aemula
Gompholobium virgatum

Boronia falcifolia
Acacia flavescens

Membership and Volunteering
Here are some figures to show our members how productive our Nursery is.
Plants produced since the last newsletter
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Volunteer numbers and hours
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June
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TOTAL

2 262

As at the end of September 2021 we had 71 members and we now have 269 members, so 198 members have joined
in little over a year. Email members@coolumnatives.com with any queries about the organisation.

Volunteer activities
When you filled in your membership application, you would have read the invitation to come and volunteer, and
the various ways you can help. Whatever your skills, you are welcome at the Nursery. Volunteers are there most
days, playing with plants or helping with administration, IT, marketing and events.
We always need more volunteers to help with potting-up propagated plants Wednesdays and Fridays. Please
contact Tim on 54739322 or email info@coolumnatives.com if you are interested. You may even want to become
involved with the management committee of CCNN Inc, our “mother” association.

Chris, one of our volunteers and a member of the Management Committee of CCNN Inc, has written a description
of:

“A day in the life of Wednesday volunteers”
Over morning tea, (coffee and biscuits provided) the Wednesday group decided to write something for the Nursery’s
Newsletter to let members know what happens on a Wednesday morning when volunteering.
Why we Volunteer
Increasing the number of native plants will assist in
increasing the world’s oxygen supply as the plants are great
oxygen suppliers. We regard ourselves as oxygen
maintenance technicians!
What happens
When we arrive, we sign in and have a catch-up. We all
arrive at different times and stay for as long as we want.
That can vary from 2 to 7 hours. Our times are pretty much
the same each week, so that Tim, our manager, can try to
organise us into doing something useful.
Tim has organised our group into three main sub-groups the potterers, the potterupperers and the washereupperers.
The potterers’ job is to make the plants look enticing for the customers by:
a. Weeding, mostly the very annoying flickweed and liverwort.
b. Checking to see if any evil insects are visiting.
c. Untangling our fast-growing vines.
d. Spacing out the tubes evenly in their trays, move slower-growing ones to the outside to get more light and
clearing out the dead (of course there are not many of them).
e. Ensuring all plants have a label describing what they are and where they prefer to live when planted out.
The potterupperers’ job is to plant baby plants into larger pots:
a. Firstly make up the soil to put into the pots (Tim usually does this for us because he is stronger).
b. Remove the larger of the small plants in the seedling tray and then put them gently into a 75mm pot, always
making sure the roots aren’t curled and the soil is not squashed down. Sometimes the plants are transferred “potted up “– from the small pots into larger pots.
c. When there are fifty in the tray they are watered and placed in the tunnels to grow.
The washereupperers’ job is to wash all empty pots and trays, firstly in soapy water, then in sterilized water. They
work out the back under a large umbrella and usually have music playing.
Of course, there are many other jobs, such as counting all plants for stock-taking at the end of each month, sorting
out the fridge full of seeds, admin jobs and chatting to the customers. Some of us are even capable of working the
till and giving advice!
What do we get out of it?
Besides meeting a deranged mob of people who enjoy life, we get a lot of laughs, free gloves, a free blue t-shirt
after your face is known, free dirt, and a Christmas party with dancing, food and alcohol.

Encouraging use of native plants in Toronto, Canada
Did you know that the Coolum Community Nursery has a branch in Toronto Canada? Well not exactly, but the skills
I learned volunteering at the Coolum Community Native Nursery from 2006 to 2020 were easily transferred when I
moved back to the country of my birth.
By good luck I joined Project Swallowtail https://pollinatorpartnership.ca/en/project-swallowtail which promotes
education, propagation and community planting of native pollinator plants. The concept is to create a huge
pollinator plantation, by integrating native plants into boulevards, lawns, gardens, community centres, churches,
schools and vacant spaces planting natives to connect important habitat hot spots to each other.

Diane transforming grass lawn to pollinator garden within one year.
A certificate course is offered and includes six Zoom presentations on everything from plant characteristics, insect
relationships, initiating gardens and even doing kamikaze on abandoned strips of land and balcony gardens. There
is much to learn about ecosystems and the important relationships between plants and insects. Did you know that
there are buzz-pollinated plants? Yep, there are plants that release pollen in response to the vibrations made by
solitary bees (Michener, 1962; Buchmann, 1983).

Every heard of botanical sexism? Most trees in North America are pollinated by wind. (Unlike Australia as pointed
out by Tim Low in Where Song Began). Male trees have been popular as street trees to avoid messy fruit droppings.
But the result has been clouds of pollen triggering an increase of allergy symptoms. In the US, allergies in the
population have risen from 2-5 % in the 1950s to 38% by 1999. In Canada more than one in three people now have
allergies. (Reference Thomas Leo Ogren’s Allergy-Fighting Garden).

Seedlings took over my balcony

Joe Pye Weed with Tiger Swallowtail
As on the Sunshine Coast, it is an uphill battle to convince people to plant local natives. Nurseries promote colourful
but more sterile plants so that plants like Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) and Goldenrod (Solidago sp.) have
been given a bad rap because they flower at the same time as asthma-producing ragweed. However, they provide
masses of yellow blooms attracting a wide variety of bees, butterflies and ants. Although the decline of Monarch
butterflies is well known, an introduced “butterfly plant” Buddleia davidii attracts butterflies but the Monarch
caterpillar only eats Asclepias sp., the common milkweed plant. Joe Pye weed (Eutrochium purpureum), with
masses of purple flowers also attracts heaps of bees, moths and butterflies including the swallow-tail butterflies.
Canadian native seedlings have to go through a cold stratification. This can be done by merely leaving the seedling
tray outdoors with a bit of leaf mould on top. No, they don’t freeze and come spring, they pop up. So, after
completing the Project Swallowtail certificate, I became a “seed sitter” and to get them into the soil, I started
establishing gardens. I started my first garden in April 2021 on my niece’s front lawn, then moved on to transform
cottage grass to a strip of meadow wildflowers. By September 2022, I have propagated over a thousand plants on
my 2nd floor balcony and established about eight gardens with native perennials.
The Project Swallowtail approach is uses neighbour-to-neighbour encouragement and mentoring by Block
Ambassadors. Among other activities there are farmers’ markets promotions, free plants for newsletters sign-ups,
bike and walking tours to back-yard native gardens, recognition of First Nations plants and approach to land
stewardship, children’s fairy garden creations and teaching native plant drawings.

Diane with two other Project Swallowtail members giving away plants at a Farmers Market
Whereas I’m happiest in my nursery, there is a lull during the North American winter months, so I’m looking forward
to seeing the new changes at the Coolum Nursery with my planned visit in late November.
Diane Goodwillie

Diary Dates: November, December and January
AGM
Our AGM will be held on November 14, 2022 at 12.30pm at the Nursery. It will be followed by a brief General
Meeting to discuss and approve some changes to the Rules of Association, then a Management Committee meeting.
You can access all forms needed on our Membership website page or by using the following link HERE.

YOU’RE INVITED TO THE CCNN CHRISTMAS PARTY 17/12/2022

Those Folk will entertain you from 2pm-5pm (BYO)
Bear in mind the nursery car park will not be open to park so walk, cycle,
rideshare or park safely on Warran Rd.
Bring a family member or a friend if you wish!

CHRISTMAS CLOSURE
We will be closed from 12:30pm Saturday 24th of December and re-opening at 8:30am Saturday 7th of January 2023

With kind regards and thanks for being a member and supporting our organisation and Nursery,

Jan Crossland, President,
Coastal Community Native Nursery Inc
The Coastal Community Native Nursery Inc proudly acknowledges the Kabi Kabi and Gubbi Gubbi people, Traditional
Custodians of the land and waters on which we operate our Nursery. We pay our respect to Elders past, present and
emerging, and acknowledge their ongoing connections to and care for Country. We extend that respect to all
Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander and South Sea Islander peoples.

